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Canada GAA and Canadian National Championship Organizing
Committee Announce the Canadian National Championship 2024
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VANCOUVER, BC – The Vancouver Gaelic Athletic Association (Vancouver GAA),
in conjunction with the Canadian National Championship (CNC) organizing
committee and Canada GAA, is excited to announce the Canadian National
Championship 2024. This premier event will take place on Saturday, August
31st, and Sunday, September 1st, at the Burnaby Lakes Sports Complex.  

The Canadian National Championship 2024 is set to be the largest Gaelic
Games event in Canada, bringing together athletes and fans from across  
Canada and the United States. This exciting two-day event will showcase the
best of Gaelic sports (Gaelic Football, Hurling and Camogie) and celebrate the
rich Irish cultural heritage in North America.  

Event Overview
Located on Canada's beautiful west coast,
Vancouver is celebrated for its stunning
scenery and vibrant cultural scene. With over
2.5 million residents, Greater Vancouver
offers a wealth of activities, from outdoor
adventures to world-class dining and
entertainment. This diverse community
provides the perfect backdrop for celebrating
Gaelic sports and Irish culture. Centrally
located in Burnaby, Vancouver GAA enjoys a
host city passionately devoted to sports, with
a mayor who actively supports Irish culture.



The Canadian National Championship 2024 will feature an array of competitive
matches where teams will vie for the coveted title of Canada National
Champions. Gaelic football, hurling, and camogie teams will showcase their
skills and determination in what promises to be a fiercely contested and
exhilarating tournament. 

Distinguished Guests and Gaelic Games VIPs 
The Canadian National Championship
2024 is honored to welcome several
distinguished dignitaries from Ireland,
highlighting the importance of this event
and the growth of Gaelic games in
Canada. Among the notable attendees is
Jarlath Burns, President of the Gaelic
Athletic Association (GAA). Mr. Burns'
leadership has been instrumental in
promoting and expanding the reach of
Gaelic games globally, and his presence
at the championship underscores the
significance of the Canadian GAA
community on the international stage. 

Joining Mr. Burns is Ciarán McLaughlin, the
World GAA Chairperson and Ulster GAA
Chairperson. Mr. McLaughlin's extensive
experience and dedication to the
development of Gaelic games worldwide
have been crucial in fostering
international collaboration and growth.
Their attendance, along with a contingent
of esteemed referees from Ireland,
highlights the strong support that Ulster
GAA and Croke Park provide to Canada
GAA. This support has been pivotal in the
remarkable progress and development of
Gaelic games in Canada.

Jarlath Burns, GAA President

Ciarán McLaughlin, World
GAA Chairperson and Ulster

GAA Chairperson
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In addition to these esteemed guests, the Canadian National Championship
2024 is also honored to welcome Mícheál Naughton, President of the Ladies
Gaelic Football Association (LGFA), and Brian Molloy, President of the Camogie
Association. Their attendance further showcases the importance of this event
for Canada GAA and underscores the strong support that the Camogie
Association and the LGFA provide to Canada GAA, helping ensure the
continued growth of Gaelic games here.

Mícheál Naughton has been a pivotal
figure in the LGFA, promoting and
supporting the growth of ladies' Gaelic
football globally. Under his leadership, the
LGFA has made significant strides in
increasing the visibility and participation
of women's sports. The LGFA will be
providing high-quality referees for the
event, ensuring the matches are
officiated at the highest standard. This
contribution is a testament to their
commitment to supporting Gaelic games
internationally, particularly in Canada.

Brian Molloy, as President of the Camogie
Association, has been a driving force
behind the advancement of camogie. His
leadership has been marked by a focus
on expanding the reach and recognition
of camogie internationally. Brian has
been instrumental in promoting the sport,
supporting player development, and
enhancing the infrastructure for camogie
competitions. His presence at the
Canadian National Championship
highlights the growing significance of
camogie and its integral role in the Gaelic
games family.

Mícheál Naughton, LGFA
President

Brian Molloy, Camogie
Association President
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About Vancouver GAA
The Vancouver Gaelic Athletic Association is dedicated to promoting the Irish
sports of Gaelic football, hurling, and camogie in Vancouver. With a diverse
community of athletes and fans, the organization hosts regular training
sessions, leagues, and tournaments, providing a platform for all ages and skill
levels to participate in these exhilarating sports. Beyond the field, Vancouver
GAA plays a vital role in promoting Irish culture through various events,
festivals, and social gatherings.  

Vancouver GAA, founded in 1974, has grown into Canada’s largest and fastest-
growing division for Gaelic games, with over 1,200 members and nine clubs. The
organization is dedicated to promoting and preserving these traditional Irish
sports while fostering a strong sense of community among its diverse
participants, including Irish expatriates, local Canadians, and people from
various cultural backgrounds.  

Quotes
Cathy Geagan, Consul General in
Vancouver said “I am delighted that the
second Canada National Championship
showcasing Ireland’s traditional sports is
being held in Western Canada this year,
and I would like to extend particular
thanks to the City of Burnaby for hosting
the event. The Championship will be a
celebration of Irish sport and culture that
not only showcases the incredible talent
and passion of Gaelic games, but it also
brings together the Irish community and
sports enthusiasts from all over North
America. “

Cathy Geagan, Consul General
of Ireland in Vancouver

“In the 85th year of diplomatic relations between Ireland and Canada, this
event a testament to the strong bonds between Ireland and Canada.
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“The CNC organizing committee has been working diligently to ensure that this
National event is a success,” said the CNC Organizing Co-Chairs, Bob Cairnduff
& Ronan Deane. “Our goal is to build on the momentum of the Toronto 2022
event and create an atmosphere where everyone can marvel in the
excitement and camaraderie of Gaelic games, and come together as this
fantastic vibrant Canada GAA community. We encourage all to come and
witness our remarkable Gaelic Games.”

“We are thrilled to host the Canadian
National Championship in Burnaby,
BC,” said the Mayor of Burnaby, Irish
native, Michael Hurley. “This event is a
fantastic opportunity to celebrate Irish
culture and showcase the excitement
of Gaelic games to our diverse
community. We look forward to
welcoming athletes and spectators to
our city for a weekend of thrilling sports
and cultural festivities.”Michael Hurley, Mayor of

Burnaby

I’d also like to commend the work undertaken by the Canadian GAA board and
of course the Vancouver GAA board to make this possible. I have no doubt the
Championship will be filled with excitement, camaraderie and the true spirit of
the GAA.”

“The Canadian National Championship is
a significant event that brings together
players and spectators from across
Canada and beyond,” said the
Chairperson of Canada GAA, Kerry
Mortimer. “It’s a celebration of our Irish
heritage and the growth of Gaelic games
in North America. We are excited to see
the spirit of these sports thrive in
Vancouver.” 

Kerry Mortimer, Canada GAA
Chairperson
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Join Us

The Canadian National Championship 2024 promises to be an exciting and
culturally enriching experience. We expect over 5,000 attendees, including
athletes, enthusiasts, and fans, to gather for this landmark event. Alongside the
sports competitions, there will be Irish cultural showcases, food stalls, and
entertainment, making it a perfect family outing for all ages.  

Mark your calendars for August 31st and September 1st and join us at the
Burnaby Lakes Sports Complex for a celebration of Gaelic games and Irish
culture. Together, let’s make this event a resounding success and a testament
to the growing popularity of these unique sports in Canada.  

cncvancouver2024@gmail.com www.gaelicgamescanada.com/cnc

“It truly is great to see the growth of Gaelic Games in Vancouver with the
Canadian National Championship being held here on Labour weekend.” Said
the Chairperson of Vancouver GAA, Darren Mc Andrew. “It’s a great indication of
the strength of our games locally and nationally. I’d like to thank the organising
committee for the trojan work they have put in to date and would like to appeal
to all clubs nationally to reward the committee’s efforts by getting behind the
tournament and getting those registrations in!! Looking forward to seeing you
all labour weekend.”
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Vancouver GAA recognizes that this event is being held on the ancestral
and unceded homelands of the hən̓ q̓ əmin̓ əm̓  and Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh Sníchim

speaking peoples and are grateful to be on this territory.


